The story behind the picture

» Going incognito in dark glasses and a
masculine cap, fashion legend Gabrielle
“Coco” Chanel is identifiable only by
the trademark pearls on her wrist in this
candid shot by VH Grandpierre in 1g36.
The picture was taken in front of the
Venice Lido on board a yacht belonging
to Misia Sert, the socialite and artistic
muse who deseribed Chanel as “gified
with infinite grace” and ran with a
dynamic bohemian set including Serge
Diaghilev and Toulouse-Lautrec.,
Lifelong friends, the paircould
often be found working on their newly
fashionable tans at the Lido but, of
course, Chanel’s nautical connections are
far more firmly tied to the Céte d'Azur,
It was on the shores of Cap Martin that
Chanel would build her stunning La
Pausa residence, now owned by the
eponymous brand, and, of course, few
designers have done quite so much to
popularise the classic Breton stripe.
Often a guest on board Flying
Cloud, the schooner belonging to
Hugh Grosvenor, the second Duke of
Westminster and Chanel's sometime
lover, the designer enjoyed leisurely
cruises along the French Riviera with
the likes of Greta Garbo and Winston
Churchill, who expressed great awe at
her fishing skills, These trips, however,
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Insider knowledge

Homes are where Suzanne Lovell’s heart
has been but the Chicago-based interior designer tells
Harriet Mays Powell that boats are definitely next

Lovell's childhood was spent in
Massachusetts and, thanks to a mother who
worked ina local museum and specialised in
Federalist furniture and textiles, she grew up
“knowing what a Chippendale chair was". Her

studio’s work as “sophisticated

yetapproachable, a timeless and
uncomplicated version of luxury™. Sitting
in Morgans hotel in midtown Manhattan,

S uzanne Lovell describes her Chicago

BOAT LIFE

doarchitectural interiors. But it took time.”
Today, Lovell considers what she calls the
“architecture of materials™ to be integral to
allher projects - “the wood, the stone, the
hardware and the connections between them”,
Her introduction to the marine world came
from Shahid Khan and his wife - owners of
the g5 metre superyacht Kismer, plus Fulham
Football Club in London and the Jacksonville
Jaguars American football team — who wanted
their penthouse to resemble their beloved
boat. Lovell described the ensuing process as
“aprogression”, during which she persuaded
her clients to move from a traditional interior
to one that contained much more sophisticated

contemporary detail. On
seeing the finished space
for the first time, she says
the Khans exclaimed: “We
want our next boat to look
like this house!”

Itis elear that Lovell
places huge importance
on establishing a close
personal relationship with
her clients and trust, she
says, is indispensable to
the process. “It's necessary
to get to a place where you
cansay ‘that's a great idea,
butit's not going to work”.
Clearly her approach
pays dividends as she
has worked on multiple
projects for many of her
clients. After doing one

“My art researcher and
I have worked together
for 14 years, going to
shows and auctions.
At private sales we are
totally respected”

Above: Suzanne Lovells
studio produces

an “uncomplicated
varsion of lusury”

goto private sales, we
are totally respected.”
Recent years have seen
atremendous growth in
fine art furniture, pieces
where the design and art
worlds merge and play off
each other. Lovell employs
artisans and craftspeople
to make “the antiques of
the furure”. A favourite
collabarator is French
sculptor Ingrid Donat,
who worked with Diego
Giacometti and who now
creates limited edition

the elimate. How much
of the alloy do you have

to have so the bronze

this slim, softly spoken,
elegantly dressed woman
is explaining how she
works at the intersection
of architecture, interior
design and fine art,
creating bespoke
environments for her
clients, Named one

of the Alicoin 2007,
Archirecrural Digest's top
100 interior designers and

father was an engineer, so
the skills of both parents
were handed down to their
daughter. Initially, Lovell
wanted to become a fashion
designer but, horrified
by the home economics
department at Virginia
Tech, she hastened to the
School of Architecture
and Design,

After gaining her degree

architects, Lovell and her “I think Frank she was determined to
team of 2o, plus a global [Pollaro] and I could design residences, but as
network of artisans and do 50melhing better awoman it was hard to
crafiagieaple, sozk on than his partnership  getstarted."Foralong
projects across the US with Brad Pitt” time [ had to say [ wasan

and around the world.

interior decorator. Now |

residence in the St Regis
New York hotel, she did
four more apartments on 5th Avenue, “Who
getstodo that?™ she asks rhetorically, with
unmistakable pride. But in the end, she insists,
her world is a small one. “There is a tiny group
of clients who are at this level and a tiny group
of designers who can handle the work, who
have the offices to support the service and the
administration of millions of little things.”
Lovell's work involves great attention to
detail, and seurcing fine art and antiques is
integral to this process, She grew up with a
feeling for furniture and antiques, but learning
about fine art required her to investan
enormous amount of time and energy. Today,
her studio has a dedicated art researcher.
“She and I have worked together for 14 years,
going to shows and art auctions, Now when we

contemporary designs.
Other members of her coterie include Frank
Pollaro, a custom furniture maker (whose
work graces many superyachts), and the
custom hand-weaver Sam Kasten.

Despite having worked on numerous
yacht owners homes, Lovell has yet vo design
ayacht interior, It seems unlikely that there
will be along delay. “I can’t wait to get my
hands on one!” And she already has partners
in mind. “We are going to collaborate with
MNature Squared, a Swiss company making
sustainable luxury products for interiors.
They have the technology you'd need to do
interesting finishes on materials suitable for
boats. And I'm currently working on a big
project in the Dominican Republic. One of
the issues there is the hardware, because of

stays bronze and doesn't pit, So things are
coming together.” Lovell is especially keen o
design a boat's furniture with Frank Pollaro.
“I think he and [ could do something better
than his partnership with Brad Pite. They did
awonderful series, but I think Frank and [
could do a whaole line that held the whole boat
together and had real individual character”

As for the colour palette for the yacht, “it
has to have a blue accent becavse of the ocean,
with white, grey and some black to ground the
décor. There will be touches of a beautiful blue
- but definitely not navy!” o
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