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WITH PROPER PLACEMENT BY AN INTERIOR DESIGNER,
A COUPLE'S ART COLLECTION TELLS A STORY
IN THEIR RENOVATED CHICAGO APARTMENT.
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A high-gloss plagter cgiling in the: lhving
o casls a glow on the sealing area
wihich inchudes a sofa wearning Gredchen
Bellinger fabiic and chairs dressed
in Hermis material, all designed by
Lovedl. The coffee table is by Dennis
& Leen, and the cabdnet is from the
homeowners’ collection; above it
kangs a painting by Jean Debuffet
The ikal g is by Rose Tatlow Melrose
House, while in front of the windows.
are the brand’s Beecham Icunge
chairs upholstered in ory cowhide

The plaster-medallion ceiling is among the first elements
glimpsed when the elevator opens anto the apartment’s
foyer, which is framed with cerused-oak paneling and
intricately patterned bronze-and-glass gates. "The gates
are on 180-degree hinges that allow the doors to lay back
on each other, 5 the space can be opened up when the
owners are entertaining,” Lovell explaing, Canceived by
the interior designer, the feature also provides a level of
security for the treasures within.

The foyer's ceiling detail repeats in the living room,
where it reflects light from nearby Lake Michigan thanks to
a coat of high-gloss painl. Here and in the adjacent dining
area, crisp-white moldings outline walls sheathed in light
knit-packed fabrics to establish a perfect backdrop for the
framed pieces to come. Leaving nothing to chance, Lovell
determined the placement of Louise Nevelson's abstract
collage in the dining room with careful consideration of the
location of the custom Georgian mahogany table. “When
it came to the design of the rooms, the artwaork absolutelky
came first,” Lovell says. "l even designed the rhyvthm of the
haltway for the owners’ art collection.” There, she calculated
the exact number of millwork panels needed in the gallery
to relate 1o the Hockneys,

Likewise, it is no accident that the Jean Dubuffet piece
above the Iving rcom cabinet can be seen from the dining
room opening, where two more Dubuffets flank the portal.
And when it came to hanging David Klamen's depiction of
a table on the opposite wall of the dining space, Lovell took
care 1o determine the exact height that allows accupants to
feal the extension of the space whether standing or seated,
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Opposite: To brirg additional light into the dining room, Levell crgated two mona
large partals 1o offar three openings, one of which is framed by two paintings by Jean
Dubuflet A 2ot of Chippendale chairs from Holly Hunt surrownd a custom mahogany dining

table from Dessin Fournir, The linen area rug is by Rose Tarlow Melrose House

Balows: \When placing amwaork, Lovel carefully considered the dialogue each piece would hinse
with its surnoundings. For instance, Devid Klamen's peinting Unbitled |5 meant 1o interact with
the dining room’s polished-gold-oronze-mask chandeler by Rose Tarlow Meliode House

“THE CLIENTS ASKED OUR TEAM TO
ARRANGE THEIR ART COLLECTION SO PEOPLE 1 1 2O
WOULD UNDERSTAND IT AS A WHOLE.” 1.k TN

SUZANNE LOVELL
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Statunry marble with dork gray veining creates
o book-matched wallscape in the Kitchen, which
was designed with serious cooxing in mind.

Priebe’s Craative Woodworking in Bernton Harbor,
Michigan, supplled the cabinets; a globe padant
by Boyd Lightingfrom Donghia Bghts the island.

- .

Below, laft: Twao islands wene
Integrated into the plan for th
kichen—one for eating and one

o prepping. The breakdast istand

diated with an alegant
k & fabricated by
Priebe’s Creative Woodworking
The asmcha arshoals by
Matialians are from Holly Hunt

QRTLISE

Badew, right: A brilliant black-
ang-polished-chrome range by
La Comug from At Electronics

features an induction oookbap
and fills one wall of the kischen.

Lowell designed the custom
stalrless-steal hood enclosure
fabricated by Soaerue Metal Co., Inc
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The architectural language of the
foyer's notural carused white oak
continues in the library, whgne
Circurmfarence by Sam Francis
hangs above ihe fireplace. The
armchairs are by Rose Tarlow
Meirose House, and the Joseaf
Hafmann 208 15 from Manifesio,
Lowvel designed the limestone
and-metal coffee table.

"The two dining tables in the same room create a dynamic,”
explains the interior designer, who painstakingly situated
a bronze chandelier to work in dialogue with the painting.
"These are not just individual pieces of art, They are al
coming together to tell a story”

With the artwork in place, Lovell commenced layering
the spaces, starting with the rugs and draperies. “They are
the pieces that begin the transition from architecture to
decorating,” she says, She then introduced neutral-tened
furnishings in all-natural fibers, like supple kid glove leather
on a pair of living rcom armchairs and a cotton-linen blend
on the dining room chairs, which are enhanced with a
Chippendale detail. “The furniture and fabric colors come
right cut of the architectural palette,” she says. “That's how
vou layer successiulby”

General contractor David Schulz and site supervisor
Kurt Lundgren oversaw the project's structural changes,
which included plumbing and electrical needs, new wood
fixoring and a gourmet kitchen with a full wall of La Comue
stoves that signal the owners’ cooking prowess. “They are
true chefs who wanted a fabulous kitchen with adequate
food prep and baking spaces,” Lovell says. “They like clean
surfaces, and there are drawers and cabinets cutfitted to
match the placement of 2ach and every cooking tool” To
meeat their needs, the interior designer incorporated two
oversize Islands—one for prep and one for eating—as well
as a storage plan designed with the same level of specificity
she utilized for hanging the artwork

Similar to all the rooms in the residence, the kitchen is a
thoughtful blend of scale, proportion and color that creates
a complement to the surroundings. As Lovell summarizes,
"The entire home is a symphony of details designed to
establish a welcoming environment while creating an
intelligent dialogue with the fine art” L2

“ITWAS UPTO US
TO ESTABLISH A
STORYLINE THAT
RAN ACROSS
THE ENTIRE
APARTMENT?

SUZANNE LOVELL



